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Art at Work:  
Tacoma Arts Month 2009
November 2009 marks the 8th anniversary of Art at Work: Tacoma Arts Month. Now a fall tradition, the diversity of offerings is stunning and 
truly illustrates the richness of our community. There is something for everyone to enjoy: music and dance performances, visual art exhibits, lit-
erary readings, lectures, workshops, even culinary arts classes and movement classes for children. Take this opportunity to experience something 
new in addition to attending an old favorite. Many of the activities are free and most are family friendly.

About this brochure:
You may notice a few changes to the Art at Work materials this year. In an effort to reduce paper waste and lighten our tread on the environ-
ment, we have merged the Art at Work and Studio Tour brochures into an all-in-one piece printed on post-consumer recycled paper. We are also 
launching www.ArtAtWorkTacoma.com which has many interactive features including a searchable calendar of events and maps – all with the 
most up-to-date information available. 

In this brochure, you will find the Events Calendar with activities listed by date and category. There is a special section for ongoing visual art 
exhibits at museums, galleries, and alternative spaces. Some artists and arts organizations are offering special classes this month, but we also 
provide information for the many organizations who offer classes and workshops throughout the year for all ages and in all disciplines. We make 
every effort to ensure that information printed in this brochure is accurate; if you have any questions about programming or to confirm informa-
tion, please contact the presenting organization.

Look inside and you will find this year’s Art at Work month poster, created by Chandler O’Leary and Jessica Spring. Hang it up and help spread 
the word about our favorite month of the year. A limited edition of original signed and numbered archival prints are available for purchase for 
only $30 (plus tax) at the October 29 Opening Party, November 14 & 15 Arts Symposium, November 18 Art Slam, at Chandler O’Leary & Jes-
sica Spring’s studios on November 7 & 8 as part of the Art at Work Studio Tours, and online at www.ArtAtWorkTacoma.com.

We would like to extend our gratitude to Pacific Lutheran University’s graphic design program. Through a unique partnership that provides 
students with real life design experience, we have benefited from the talents of student Nicole Gleadle and graphic design professor Jp Avila who 
designed all the Art at Work materials. 

About events sponsored by the Tacoma Arts Commission:
Please join us for the Art at Work Opening Party on October 29 at the Tacoma Art Museum. The evening will be highlighted with music by the 
Tacoma Youth Symphony and poetry readings by William Kupinse and Tammy Robacker. We will announce the winners of the 2009 AMO-
CAT Awards for community outreach in the arts, recognize those artists and organizations who received funding from the Arts Commission in 
2009, and just have fun. 

You will notice that the back of this brochure contains the Studio Tour guide, listing all artists who are opening their studios to the public on 
November 7 & 8. Reserve this weekend on your calendar for an intimate glimpse inside the working studios of 75 of our local artists.

Join us for our 4th annual Arts Symposium on November 14 & 15 where presenters will cover many topics relevant to being an artist and running an 
arts business or organization. Best of all, its completely free! Check out the Arts Symposium section of this brochure for a full line up of sessions.

Don’t miss the Art Slam on November 18th at the Rialto Theater. You’ll be treated to a show of visual and performing art created by many South 
Sound talents, studded with live spoken word performances. 

You will find that the arts are both exciting and essential to Tacoma, enlivening all corners of our community. Be an active participant in what 
is happening in Tacoma year-round. Programs and services like the ones highlighted in November exist for everyone to enjoy. Now get out and 
have some fun!  

The Tacoma Arts Commission

Robin Echtle, Chair
Sarah Idstrom, Vice Chair
Jan F. Brazzell
Rachel Cardwell
Janice Karroll
Traci Kelly
Donald Lacky
Bill La Vergne
Janet Matzke
Jacqueline Peterson
Michael Reynolds
michael Sweney
Julie Anderson, City Council Liaison
Lauren Walker, City Council Liaison Alternate

Amy McBride, Tacoma Arts Administrator
Naomi Strom-Avila, Cultural Arts Specialist
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Downtown Cultural Map
	 1. 	 The Grand Cinema
		  606 S. Fawcett
	 2. 	 Rialto Theater
		  301 S. 9th Street
	 3. 	 Pantages Theater
		  901 Broadway
	 4. 	 Theater on the Square
		  915 Broadway
	 5. 	 Children’s Museum of Tacoma
		  936 Broadway
	 6. 	 Tacoma Public Library
		  1102 Tacoma Avenue S.
	 7. 	 Tacoma School of the Arts, 
		  Club SOTA
		  1117 Broadway
	 8. 	 Tacoma School of the Arts,  
		  SOTA Theatre
		  1118 Commerce	
	 9. 	 Hotel Murano
		  1320 Broadway
	 10. 	 Tacoma Art Museum
		  1701 Pacific Avenue
	 11. 	 Museum of Glass
		  1801 Dock Street
	 12. 	 Washington State History Museum
		  1911 Pacific Avenue 	
	 13. 	 University of Washington Tacoma 
		  Commerce & S. 19th Street 

Tacoma Link
Sound Transit’s light rail system is a convenient 
and free way to get around downtown. Tacoma 
Link connects the Tacoma Dome Station (free 
parking available) with four other convenient 
stops throughout downtown Tacoma. Visit 
www.soundtransit.org for more information.

Monday – Friday 
5:30 am – 6:50 am
runs every 20 minutes

7:00 am – 7:50 pm
runs every 10 minutes

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm
runs every 20 minutes

Saturday
8:00 am - 10:00 pm	
runs every 10 minutes

Sunday
10:10 am – 5:50 pm 
runs every 20 minutes
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